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INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of the analysis and tests of official seed 
samples taken by the inspection staff of the Division of Regulatory Services 
during the period 2000-2004.

Table 1 is a summary of the inspection of agricultural seeds during the 
period 2000-2004 and is organized by seedsman.  It includes the total 
number of samples taken by the inspection staff and the number found to 
be mislabeled.  This listing includes only those stop sale orders issued by 
the seed regulatory coordinator on sampled lots of seed.

Table 2 is a listing of the samples (lots) taken in 2004 that were found to 
be mislabeled.  Samples (lots) are mislabeled when: (1) The difference 
between the “labeled” and “found” is greater than the tolerance permit-
ted in the “Rules for Testing Seeds” of the Association of Official Seed 
Analysts; (2) The label (tag) does not contain information required by the 
Kentucky Seed Law and Regulations; and (3) The seed does not meet the 
standard established in the regulations.  The rate of occurrence of noxious 
weed is expressed in number per pound.

Table 3 is a listing of field issued stop sales for 2004.  These stop sales 
were issued by the inspection staff during their inspection of seed stocks 
at various wholesale and retail outlets throughout Kentucky.  The reasons 
for the issue of stop sale orders on site include, but are not limited to: 
(1) Seed with expired germination test dates; (2) Seed which is not la-
beled to contain the information required by the Kentucky Seed Law and 
Regulations; and (3) Seed lots which have been noted to be in violation 
of the Kentucky Seed Law and Regulations as a result of previous official 
inspection and analysis and have not been relabeled or withdrawn from 
sale by the seedsman.  It is important to note that the responsibility for 
maintenance of the seed test date is that of the location where the seed 
is offered for sale.
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Table 1

Table 1 is a history of the number of regulatory samples taken (T) and the 
number found to be mislabeled (M) after laboratory analysis.  The results 
are stated by year (2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004) for the previous five 
years, the last column (2000-2004) provides the total number of samples 
taken and total number found to be mislabeled for the five year period.
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Table 2

Table 2 is a listing of samples taken during 2004 that were found to be 
mislabeled after laboratory analysis.  The information provided includes 
the name of the seedsman responsible for the guaranteed analysis of the 
seed lot, the name of the dealer location where the sample was obtained, 
the component that was mislabeled, the stated label guarantee, and the 
value found to be present by laboratory analysis.

Seed lots are mislabeled when they are found to be out of tolerance of the 
labeled guarantees.  Tolerances applied are those established in “Rules for 
Testing Seeds” published by the Association of Official Seed Analysts.  
All official Kentucky samples are tested in accordance with the methods 
prescribed in “Rules for Testing Seeds” as required by Regulation 12KAR 
1:115, under the provisions of the Kentucky Seed Laws KRS 250.021-
250.111.

Table 2 Provides official laboratory analysis (found) compared to seed 
analysis tag guarantees (labeled).  The seed lots listed are out of toler-
ance of the tag guarantee for the stated component and in violation for 
the labeling provision of the Kentucky Seed Law.

Some of the seed lots that were found to be out of tolerance for the ger-
mination component will state two values.  The first value is the germi-
nation percentage and the second value is the hard seed or dormant seed 
percentage.  Agricultural seed must have a minimum germination and 
hard seed/dormant seed of 60 percent with the exception of warm season 
native grasses.

A seed lot is to be labeled as a mixture if more than one pure seed com-
ponent is present in excess of five percent.  Seed lots that have more than 
one pure seed component and appear as mislabeled will have at least one 
pure seed component that is out of tolerance and below the seed analysis 
tag guarantee.  Other pure seed components stated in association with the 
seed lot may be either above or below the stated seed analysis tag guarantee 
but all pure seed values stated are out of tolerance.

Seed lots found to be out of tolerance of their seed analysis tag guarantee 
for one or more components may be relabeled and offered for sale after a 
proper release from the stop sale order has been obtained.  A release from 
a stop sale order for purposes of relabeling and offering for sale cannot 
be obtained for seed lots with a total germination of below sixty percent 
for agricultural seed with the exception of native grasses, seed lots that 
contain excess noxious or prohibited noxious weeds, and seed lots which 
contain in excess of 2 percent weed seed.  These lots can be released for 
purposes of removal from the Kentucky marketplace.
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Table 3

Table 3 is a listing of seed lots found to be in violation of the Kentucky 
Seed Law during routine inspection of seed located in dealer and whole-
sale locations throughout Kentucky.  All seed lots included in this listing 
were placed under a stop sale order and removed from the sales floor if at 
retail.  Seed lots under a stop sale order cannot legally be offered for sale 
until the noted violation has been corrected and a release from the order 
has been obtained from the Division of Regulatory Services. 

This listing details both the seedsman name and the dealer location.  
Examination of the information provided will reveal that a very large 
majority of the noted violations involved an offer to sell expired test date 
seed.  The retail seed dealer is responsible for the maintenance of the seed 
lot germination test date.  The seed dealer is in violation of the provisions 
of the Kentucky Seed Law if the dealer offers an expired germination test 
date seed lot for sale.
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