
The federal guidelines entitled, The Secretary of The 
Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic 

Properties, are provided below. These were established by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 to provide national 
standards and guidelines for the treatment of historic build-
ings, structures, objects, and sites. All federally funded and 
permitted activities involving historic resources are evaluated 
with these standards in mind.

 The standards provide basic principles to guide decisions 
and actions in historic preservation. They present a list of the 
“best practices” for historic preservation and make sure that 
the important issues about the care of historic buildings and 
landscapes are not forgotten during the planning and decision-
making process regarding historic resources. 

�  Standard 1 – The use of a property shall be for its historic 
purpose or shall be placed in a new use that requires mini-
mal change to the defi ning characteristics of the building, 
its site, and environment. 

�  Standard 2 – The historic character of a property shall be 
retained and preserved. The removal of historic materi-
als or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided.

�  Standard 3 – Each property shall be recognized as a physi-
cal record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a 
false sense of history, such as adding conjectural features 
or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken.

�  Standard 4 – Most properties change over time. Those 
changes that have acquired historic signifi cance in their 
own right shall be retained and preserved.

�  Standard 5 – Distinctive features, fi nishes, construction 
techniques, or examples of craftsmanship that characterize 
a property shall be preserved.
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�  Standard 6 – Deteriorated historic features shall be re-
paired rather than replaced. Where the severity of dete-
rioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the 
new features shall match the old in design, color, texture, 
other visual qualities, and, where possible, materials. Re-
placement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

�  Standard 7 – Chemical or physical treatments, such as 
sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall 
not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appro-
priate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means pos-
sible.

�  Standard 8 – Signifi cant archeological resources affected by 
a project shall be protected and preserved. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

�  Standard 9 – New additions, exterior alterations, or related 
new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differen-
tiated from the old and shall be compatible with the mass-
ing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

�  Standard 10 – New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of 
the historic property and its environment would be unim-
paired.

 Standards are reprinted with permission from the Kentucky Heritage 
Council. Kentucky Historic Façade Rehabilitation Guidelines, October 2003.


